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A R T I S T S

U N D I S C O V E R E D

From his Gotham studio amidst the bustle of 
Northbridge in Perth, Ian Williams discusses his 
practice against a backdrop of catalogued oil paints 
and a salon-style hang of his paintings. He quotes Leon 
Battista Alberti and 15th century illusionism, but 
Williams is a post-Internet artist and is adamant about 
painting as a means to compete with and challenge 
the digital. 

His meticulously rendered canvases conceal a sub-
strata battle. An avid video gamer since the 1990s, 
Williams has grown up on the likes of Grand Theft 
Auto and Call of Duty. At a certain point he began 
unpicking the scaffolding of the virtual environment 
of these games. He went rogue, completely abandoning 
the game to explore the digital terrain and forage 
content for his paintings. He describes his process 
as the equivalent of plein air painting in the digital 
outdoors. This is only possible since the advent of 
Open World games, where the player can free roam 

with a less linear structure, creating their own narrative. 
Since Williams presented paper architecture and 

text works in the Hatched national graduate show at 
PICA in 2011, he made a resolute shift to painting as 
a means to interrogate the digital space. He has been 
smoothing out glitches and artefacts to create a new 
series of paintings made with continuous brush strokes, 
as seen in the recent group show Plastic at MOP projects 
in Sydney. Obsessed with the temporality of painting, 
Williams sets up scenarios where our eyes can’t help 
but follow the unbroken movement of sweeping paint 
and in doing so, brings us into their folds. Looking at 
an Ian Williams painting is akin to going on a dérive 
within the painting – allowing the subtle contours and 
geography of his landscape to manoeuvre us. Like Guy 
Debord’s situationist theory, Williams' paintings create 
new optical passages to get lost in, in an open world 
concept that is entirely painterly.

Leigh Robb
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1. // Ian Williams, Simulus 2, 
2015. Oil on board, 30 x 54cm.

2. // Ian Williams, Mimic 1, 
2015. Oil on canvas, 30 x 45cm.

3. // Ian Williams, Data Stream 
(Revisited), 2015. Oil on 
canvas, 84 x 150cm.

COURTESY: THE ARTIST

IAN WILLIAMS 
Born: 1976 
Price range: $350-$3,000 
Web: iwilliams.com.au
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